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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Message from Dr Badaoui Rouhban, Director of Section for Disaster Reduction, UNESCO, Paris, on
the occasion of the Grand Opening of the Research Institute for Natural Hazards and Disaster
Recovery (RINHDR) at Niigata University
23 April 2011

First and foremost I wish to express my profound sympathy and present heartfelt condolences at
the death and suffering caused by the earthquake that struck Japan last month. Our thoughts are
with the Japanese people.

It is an honour for me to have the opportunity to address this message for the Grand Opening of
the Research Institute for Natural Hazards and Disaster Recovery (RINHDR) at Niigata University. I
take pleasure in conveying to you the warm greetings of UNESCO, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization. It is a great sorrow for me that a sudden development prevented
me from participating in person in this important event, for I have been asked to accompany the
Director-General of UNESCO for an unforeseen business trip.

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Fumitake Gejyo, the President of Niigata
University, who, most graciously, has invited UNESCO and myself to this happy event. Institutions
like Niigata University are part of UNESCO rich family.

This is a momentous occasion for the Niigata University, whose contribution to research on
natural hazards and to the advancement of knowledge on disaster mitigation will be further enhanced
through the work of RINHDR.

Natural disasters of devastating magnitude have been occurring in various locations of the world.
Their number as well as the extent of their damage and impact have been increasing in recent years.
Consequently, there is a pressing need to develop advanced research on natural hazards in order to
protect human life and ensure sustainable socio-economic development and increased effectiveness in
risk reduction and in the recovery and reconstruction process following disasters.

The time has come for a major conceptual shift from a preoccupation with disaster emergency
and response to an emphasis on disaster risk anticipation and reduction, thereby underscoring the
crucial role of human thought and action in the minimization of risk.

The association between Japan and expertise in disaster resilience is a close and long-standing
one. The pioneering insights and achievements of Japanese scientific and academic institutions in the
field of disaster studies and research represent a heritage which benefit not only Japan but many
other countries worldwide. UNESCO has the privilege to often use and build on Japanese know-how
and expertise in the field of disaster resilience.

RINHDR will provide the Niigata University and the Japanese disaster risk reduction community
with a world-class institution for research in disciplines ranging from earth sciences to engineering
and to their applications for safer communities. It is a major opportunity to conserve, transmit and

boost knowledge in disaster risk reduction through teaching, research and multidisciplinary
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approaches. Moreover, the vocation of RINHDR will have wider regional and also international, indeed
global, dimensions. The activities of the Institute represent a contribution to the United Nations
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and to the implementation of the “Hyogo
Framework for Action (2005-2015): Building Resilience in Nations and Communities to Disasters".

UNESCO is giving a high priority to disaster risk reduction. The purposes of UNESCO are to
promote a better understanding of natural hazards, to help set up reliable early warning systems, to
secure the adoption of suitable building design, to protect educational buildings and cultural
monuments, to strengthen environmental protection for the prevention of natural disasters, to
enhance preparedness and public awareness through education and training, and to foster post-
disaster investigation and recovery. RINHDR has a record, and is expected to become a centre of
excellence of substantial achievements in implementing multi-faceted research related to natural
hazards and to post-disaster recovery. The objectives of the Institute are therefore fully in line with
UNESCO's goals. RINHDR takes its place among the specialized institutes throughout the world for
which UNESCO cares. UNESCO will be pleased to count the Research Institute for Natural Hazards
and Disaster Recovery among its remarkable partners in the fleld of disaster risk reduction. It is our
hope that, with the good will and efforts of everyone, this new Institute will become an important tool
for sharing knowledge on natural hazards, for the benefit of societies at risk. UNESCO will help
develop networking between RINHDR and other centres worldwide. UNESCO would encourage the
Institute to cultivate regional and international links as part of its normal work. UNESCO stands
ready, and will be proud, to assist and advise in this regard. The Institute can count on the
Organization's and my personal support in carrying out this task.

I would like to offer my congratulations for this long-awaited event. I am confident that RINHDR
will grow and prosper. I wish to express UNESCO's deep appreciation to all those involved in the
development of the Institute for this remarkable collective effort. May I pay a special tribute to my
good friend Professor Hideaki Marui, Director of the RINHDR who throughout his career has shown
an unwavering commitment to the promotion of research on natural hazards. I believe it is his
determination and wisdom that have brought the Institute to where it is now.

In conclusion I wish the Institute every success in pursuing its present and future activities. Let
me assure again that UNESCO stands ready and willing to support RINHDR.

May I, once more, offer my sincere condolences and express deep sympathies at losses caused by
the earthquake in the Tohoku area.

Thank you for your attention.
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